Community Activities and Valuation

Working Together, Building Community, Making a Difference

CONTENTS
This document sets out the activities and events run by Sawyers Church in our locality.
These are all inspired by our Christian faith and ethos. We are not just a Sunday church but
operate everyday of the week - mornings, afternoons and evenings. Each week, hundreds
of people from all ages and different backgrounds are involved activities. Our aim is to
meet the needs of individual people and bring benefit to the community.
The Church is able to operate its activities mainly through voluntary financial donations
and the willingness of people to give their time, knowledge, skills and experience,
alongside our staff team. This document also illustrates the full all-in financial costs - the
community valuation - of these activities.
Sawyers Church is looking to expand the activities it operates. To help facilitate this, it is
currently embarking on a project to redevelop its church building that will provide a
modern, fit for purpose facility with more space. Currently, the church is raising the
necessary funds to make this happen.
Meanwhile, our strapline “Working Together, Building Community, Making a Difference”
is, and will continue to be, our goal in serving our community.
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WHO WE ARE
Sawyers Church is located in the town centre of Brentwood, Essex. We are a busy and
thriving church that operates 7 days a week. We seek to serve and help meet the needs of
people in our locality.
We have been active in the local community for over 60 years. We have run activities for
the benefit of the community which over the years have been adapted and expanded to
meet changing needs. Our strapline is: “Working Together, Building Community, Making a
Difference”.
Sawyers Church is attended by circa 250 adults and children and is growing. These people
are mainly from Brentwood and includes all ages and various nationalities. Sawyers Church
believes in inclusiveness and welcomes all people who want to participate in our activities.
Sawyers Church employs a staff team which is supported by many volunteers that run the
numerous activities described later in this document, drawing on the wide talents, skills
and experience which exists.
We operate in partnership and alongside other charities and organisations in Brentwood
and the local area and together we help build community and social cohesion.
The Brentwood Gazette newspaper ran a series of articles about some of the activities run
by the church a few of which have been reproduced and are appended to this document.
These serve to illustrate the impact of what Sawyers Church does in making a difference in
the lives of those who attend from the local community.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
Children’s Work - “Starburst Kidz”

Starburst Kidz is the name for all children’s activities which includes baby & toddler
groups, weekday children’s club activities and Sunday church.

Pop is a group for parents, guardians, expectant mums, babies, toddlers etc. It operates
every Thursday during school term time both in the morning and afternoon and provides
an opportunity for mums to meet together and for babies and toddlers to play in a well
equipped and safe environment. An NCT breastfeeding counsellor is available during the
afternoon session.

Fab is a children’s club for primary school age children in the community, held on Friday
evenings during school term time. Children enjoy free play, arts & crafts, games,
competitions and bible stories with drama. There is also a tuck shop and refreshments.
Three different age groups each have their own sessions:



Fab Mini (Reception – Year 2)
Fabulous (Year 3 –5)

Fab Xtra (Year 6 only) is for children who are transitioning from primary to secondary
school on Mondays after school. This club seeks to support them during this change by
providing social activities and life skills discussion and support, etc. and bridges between
FAB and The Rising youth group.

Burst takes place on Sundays during the Church service and is for babies, toddlers, children
up to 11 years old and it includes activities such as games, drama and story telling in
groups:






Jelly Babies (0 – 2 years old) a crèche for babies and toddlers
Jelly Tots (Pre-School – Reception)
Smarties (Years 1 & 2)
Galaxy (Years 3 & 4)
Boost (Years 5 & 6)

Once a month is Starburst Sunday where all the children come together to enjoy a time of
team games, worship and discussion.

Xtra – Events for all the Family
Once per term an Xtra Event is held, such as a trip to the beach, a film afternoon or a
family fun day which helps people in the community to get to know each other and enjoy
family time.


Holiday Club

Each year there is a Holiday Club for a week during the school summer holidays for
children aged between 5 and 11 years. It includes games, arts & crafts, music, drama, Bible
stories. Teenagers participate to support the staff and volunteers who run the activities.


Light Up the Night

An evening of fun and games held on 31st October each year, to celebrate light and hope,
as an alternative to Halloween.



Easter Saturday Craft & Tea

At Easter there is a time for families to have fun together and learn about the meaning of
Easter.

Youth Work - “The Rising”


The Rising presents ‘Surge’

On Sunday mornings there is a youth group for 11-18 year olds (Years 7 - 13). They meet
for games and challenges, small group Bible studies, discussions, food and drink etc.



The Rising presents ‘The Event’

‘The Event’ is a Youth Group held monthly during school term time for 11-18 year olds,
split between years 7 - 9 and years 10 - 13. It offers something for everyone, including
crafts, games, sports, consoles & tuck shop. Each month there is a special attraction such
as an inflatable or a live performance.


The Rising Life Groups

The Rising Life Groups meet on Thursday evenings for youth in years 7 to 13 to share in life
together and help each other to reach their full potential.


The Rising Mentoring

Mentoring at The Rising is provided as one-to-one or group mentoring. The aim is to help
young people to reach their full potential. It also prepares them for special events, helps
those struggling at school and provides an opportunity to develop friendships or simply to
chat with others.


‘The Lock-In’

Once a year there is ‘The Lock-In’ sleepover event young people play games, watch
movies, share pizza and relax together.



Vivid

Each year, there is a sleepover for girls in years 7 to 13 when they spend time together
relaxing with friends (old and new) and taking part in activities and listening to talks that
help build self confidence and esteem.


Residential Weekend

Cultivate – each year there is trip to Wales for years 7 to 13 for 5 days where they stay in
lodges and take part in various activities, workshops, sports and teaching sessions.

Adult activities


Tuesday Club

‘Tuesday Club’ is held each Tuesday evening for those with (and without) a physical or
learning disability which provides a range of social activities.


Thought for the Week

‘Thought for the Week’ is an opportunity for senior people to meet, discuss relevant
topics, and to enjoy lunch together.


An Hour Together

‘An Hour Together’ is a midweek church service, where people can meet and enjoy
spending time with others.


Senior Outings

Three or four times per year there are outings for senior people, for example, to the
seaside, a house/garden, a restaurant for lunch, etc.


Aspire

‘Aspire’ is for ladies, which meets each month, where they spend time together, listen to
talks, and share ideas and experiences.


Men’s Football Team & Social Events

There is a Men’s Football team that plays regularly in a local league. There are also social
events connected with this.



Fun Run

The annual Brentwood Half Marathon and Fun Run starts and finishes in Sawyers Hall Lane
and the church opens its premises for the event to provide free refreshments, including a
BBQ and activities for children, for spectators and runners who all make use of the
facilities.

 Quiz Nights & Social Events
Once per term the church usually holds a community social event, such as a Quiz Night or
a trip to the beach.


Sunday Teaching

Sundays is the main opportunity for worship and bible teaching during the Sunday church
service. The teaching provides people with encouragement and inspiration and equips
them with practical and relevant support.


Life Groups

The church is organised into Life Groups which meet weekly/fortnightly within people’s
homes. It enables people within the church to connect with one another through building
relationships and friendships, and together learning life skills through bible study
discussion. The groups facilitate pastoral care.


Alpha

‘Alpha’ courses are run usually twice a year aimed at people interested in learning about
the Christian faith in an informal, non-threatening setting for exploration and discussion of
the Christian faith.


Internship

Sawyers Church provides Internship opportunities for young people to gain experience
team working experience across a number of activities including children’s and youth
work, office based work and communications. The Intern also receives training and
mentoring.


Marriage Preparation Courses & Marriage Days

Sawyers Church offers Marriage Preparation Courses for any couples planning marriage
and from time to time there are Marriage Days to support and counsel those already
married.



Care & Counselling Team

Sawyers Church has a team that provides practical and emotional support to those who
need help such hospital visiting, providing meals for families who have new babies or
struggling with illness, supporting couples and families facing difficulties, providing
counselling, etc.

Community Partnership


Frontline Partnership Ltd

Sawyers Church works in partnership with Frontline a local charity that enables and
supports people with a learning disability and high support needs to live full and
productive lives through their active inclusion within the Brentwood community. This is a
key relationship in the work of the church. Frontline operates from Sawyers Church
building and runs activities and events for those with learning disabilities. It operates the
Crown Café three times each week during school term time which provides meals and
refreshments along with our activities and employment opportunities for those with a
learning disability.


Brentwood Schools Christian Worker Trust (BSCWT)

Sawyers Church supports the Brentwood Schools Christian Worker Trust (BSCWT) a local
charity which works in Primary and Secondary schools in Brentwood, leading assemblies,
taking lessons, supporting pupils and heading up clubs within the schools.


Brentwood and District Evangelical Fellowship (BADEF)

Sawyers Church participates in the Brentwood and District Evangelical Fellowship (BADEF)
which is an umbrella organisation of churches in Brentwood that provides a forum for local
church leaders to meet together including working on town-wide initiatives and projects.

 Links with Police, Local Council & Local Businesses

Sawyers Church connects with the Town Council, police and other civic and local
interested parties so there is awareness and communication of activities and needs etc.

Supporting Community initiatives and activities


Street Pastors

Sawyers Church was instrumental in helping to establish the Street Pastors scheme in
Brentwood launched in 2011 which is operated in partnership with a number of other
churches across the town. Street Pastors are a visible presence on Brentwood High Street
at weekends, to care and help those who have become vulnerable and needy.


Hate Incident Reporting Centre (HIRC)

Sawyers Church is a Hate Incident Reporting Centre where individuals can report hate
incidents and hate crimes, either as a victim or a witness. It can be an alternative place for
people to report these incidents, rather than going directly to the police. Sawyers Church
has four trained Hate Crime Ambassadors.

Support for others
Sawyers Church also supports people and organisations beyond Brentwood.


Watoto

Watoto is an organisation based in Uganda which works with children orphaned through
HIV/Aids, poverty & war by providing homes and schooling for approximately 2,000
children. Two Sawyers Church members are trustees on the Board of Management for
Watoto Europe and the Church organises concerts by the Watoto children’s choir in and
around Brentwood each year to help spread knowledge of the organisation and help raise
funding (a number people at Sawyers Church sponsor Watoto children through the
Watoto sponsorship programme).


Helen Kovács

Helen works with Wycliffe Bible Translators currently with a Human Resources team
working in Europe, Asia and Africa.


José and Valerie Arguedas

José and Valerie are based in Concarneau, Brittany and are involved in planting a church
and working within the community there.


Other Overseas Work

Sawyers Church also supports a number of other individuals and organisations including
supporting ‘Stand by Me’ a local charity that operates homes for children across the world
and the Frontline Partnership who are supporting groups in Bulgaria which require help to
establish community services for those with a learning disability.

FUTURE PLANS
Sawyers Church is looking to expand the range of its activities in the coming years to
further its involvement in the community. A major constraint is that the existing church
building is no longer fit for purpose and has come to the end of its serviceable life. It is not
large enough to accommodate the numbers of people who attend Sunday services and
there are waiting lists for people to attend other activities. The Church is looking to build a
new facility on the existing site - the Rebuild Project – and has obtained planning
permission for a new building. Currently, the church is raising funds to start construction.
Once completed, it will provide more space to facilitate the provision of a wider range of
activities for the benefit of the local community.

SUMMARY OF ESTIMATED COMMUNITY BENEFIT VALUE
Sawyers Church is a charity whose operations are mainly financed by voluntary donations
from its members. Those donations pay for the staff team, the costs of operating the
church building and the activities which are carried out. This, together with the support of
a large number of volunteers, enables the church to run its activities. These activities are
operated in line with our Christian faith and ethos to positively impact our community and
to help meets the needs of individual people. The all-in financial costs of running Sawyers
Church activities has been calculated at almost £700,000 per annum if these were to be
provided commercially, broken down as follows:
Per Annum
Community
Benefit
Value
£
Children's Work - Starburst Kidz
Burst - Jelly Babies
Burst - Jelly Tots
Burst - Smarties
Burst - Galaxy
Burst - Boost
Pop Toddler Group
FAB
Holiday Club
Light Up the Night
Easter Saturday Craft & Tea

Youth Work - The Rising
The Rising presents "Surge"
The Rising presents 'The Event'
The Rising Life Groups
The Rising Mentoring
The 'Lock-In'
Vivid
Residential Weekend - Cultivate

Adult Community Events
Tuesday Club
Thought for the Week (incl. Senior Outing)
An Hour Together (incl. Senior Outing)
Aspire
Men's Football Team & Social Events
Fun Run
Alpha
Quiz Nights & Social Events

3,068
4,150
2,798
2,798
2,798
61,611
41,992
20,846
2,431
1,608
144,099

19,401
16,828
20,641
4,987
3,439
2,913
8,523
76,732

43,442
22,620
21,450
4,368
1,976
18,811
11,375
6,390
130,431

Training & Development
Sunday Teaching
Life Groups
Internship

52,949
54,223
4,417
111,589

Supporting People in the Church & Wider Community
Street Pastors
Marriage Preparation Courses & Marriage Days
Care & Counselling Team
Hate Incident Reporting Centre

11,729
1,994
51,074
22,191
86,988

Community Partnership
Frontline Partnership
Brentwood Schools Christian Worker Trust (BSCWT)
Brentwood & District Evangelical Fellowship (BADEF)
Links with Police, Local Council & Local Businesses

114,608
3,988
936
1,534
121,066

Overseas Work
Watoto
Helen Kovacs
José and Valerie Arguedas
Other Overseas Work

19,448
3,600
2,400
1,100
26,548

TOTAL ESTIMATED VALUE OF CURRENT COMMUNITY PROJECTS

£

697,453
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Gatherings at Brentwood church give youngsters new window on life

ONCE a month Sawyers Church in Brentwood is packed with games, inflatables, chatter and a
crowd of young people. The Event is a monthly youth club for 11 to 18 year olds where every
young person is welcome
Run by The Rising, The Event offers live performances, dance workshops, team challenges and a
whole lot more on a Friday night. The last Event saw the young people compete against each other
on an inflatable bungee run, each trying to win the title of 'undefeated.'Pool tables, Xbox One,
Nintendo Wiis, table football, nail painting, board games, messy games, a tuck shop and a dynamic
atmosphere attracts between 40 and 60 young people each month.
Visitors come from Brentwood and its surrounding areas and from more than eight different
secondary schools.
Run by youth pastor Ben Carman and a team of 20 volunteers, The Event is a fun and safe space for
young people to hang out and develop new and existing friendships. Milly, 18, grew up attending
youth events at Sawyers Church and found it a fun place to bring her friends, receive support
during the stress of exams and find answers about faith. She now volunteers at The Event. She said:
"I loved coming to The Event as a young person and now love helping out and making it the best
youth event it can be. "The support from the leaders helped me get through tough times and I hope
that every young person will find the support they need and a place where they can belong."
The Event seeks to inspire all young people to reach their full potential by helping them overcome
low self-esteem, providing role models, helping develop faith, challenging destructive behaviour
and creating a place where they can find acceptance from both adults and their peers.
The youth work supports young people as they settle into secondary school and throughout their
teenage years through exams, college and making decisions for their future.
As a Sawyers Church initiative, The Rising meets the needs of young people through a whole host
of activities in the month, of which The Event is just one. Offering one to one mentoring, evening
youth groups and weekend activities, The Rising has a vision for every young person to be

welcomed, build authentic friendships and know they are loved. Youth pastor Ben said: "My hope
and prayer is that in a world that writes off and damages so many young people, The Rising at
Sawyers Church can help rebuild broken lives."
To find out more about The Event and other youth activities, visit www.therisingyouth.co.uk
Read more: http://www.brentwoodgazette.co.uk/Gatherings-Brentwood-church-youngsters-newwindow/story-28061278-detail/story.html#ixzz4BXXae9Z4
Follow us: @Gazetteseries on Twitter

Brentwood disability cafe 'makes the best scones in town'

A POPULAR café in Brentwood that offers jobs to adults with learning disabilities "makes the best
scones in town" but also boosts confidence and improves life skills. Crown Café opens three times a
week at Sawyers Church. It offers 27 jobs and a handful of volunteering opportunities to adults
with learning and physical disabilities through the HoursWorth supported employment project,
which is run by Frontline, another local charity, based at Sawyers Church and who partner with
Sawyers Church.
Jo Rayment, operations manager for Frontline said: "The HoursWorth project started 14 years ago
in the occupational therapy department at Little Highwood Hospital. "It is a supported
employment project that enables people with high-support needs to access paid work in the local
community.
"It gives people a sense of worth, it engages them in the local community, offers opportunities to
meet people and be involved in activities that are going on in our town. Our Café Team love serving
the people in the café and are valued by our regulars."
Olive Branch is a Monday lunch club offering a two-course set meal with tea or coffee that appeals
to older people. The Wednesday Lite Bite Cafe is open to all between 10.30am and 1.30pm and
offers sandwiches, baguettes, jacket potatoes, soups and a special hot lunch menu. The Friday cafe
runs alongside art workshops and offers snacks and lunchtime baguettes.
Many of our customers and employees are regular members at Sawyers Church Tuesday Club –
winners of the Heart of Essex Readers' Award.

This week the Gazette spoke to both workers and customers at the cafe in Sawyers Hall Lane.
Debbie said: "I clear tables and wrap cutlery in the cafe. I love my work."
Johanna added: "I have some lovely friends who work with me in the kitchen. I wash up and
prepare the meals. "At the end of the day I have a cup of tea and some cake. I also get paid."
Customer Pam Watts said: "I get pleasure out of coming along and being in contact with those who
serve in the café and take part in the art class. "I love the fact they are involved in the local
community. "David Luckock added: "Lite Bite Café makes and serves the best scones in town."
Jon Keel, assistant Pastor at the church, was full of praise for the work of the café. He said: "A lot of
people come with no confidence and working at the café has really helped develop their skills.
"It's about building inclusions and self-confidence." "Our cafés are open during term time and we
would invite you to come along. Crown Café and Sawyers Church looks forward to welcoming you."
Read more: http://www.brentwoodgazette.co.uk/Cafe-boosts-confidence-best-scones/story28561432-detail/story.html#ixzz4BXeyh5RM
Follow us: @Gazetteseries on Twitter | gazettebrentwood on Facebook

Fun and friendly Brentwood church club won readers' hearts
A VOLUNTEER-run social club offers adults with and without learning disabilities a chance to get
together and have fun on a weekly basis. The Tuesday Club at Sawyers Church, in Sawyers Hall
Lane, was formed in 2002 and has between 40 and 60 members attend every week. Supported by
Frontline, another charity based at the church, the club meets at 7.30pm during term time, apart
from on the final Tuesday of the month, when members go 'out on the town'.
They head out to different places across the town and highlights this year have included 'tubing' on
the dry ski slope at Warley, sailing, picnicking in Weald Park and taking part in a treasure hunt in
Brentwood High Street.
For the first three weeks of the month, members get together and enjoy playing table tennis, pool,
board games, being creative or just sitting and chatting in the church lounge. Church pastor Peter
Jordan said: "Tuesday Club is a safe environment with discreet support for people who enjoy
socialising but may feel worried about meeting new people or going along to new places. "It is a
place to build friendships, find out what's happening in the local community, learn new skills and
to get involved."
During the summer holidays, the more energetic Tuesday Club members enjoy walking in
Brentwood, exploring parklands and footpaths, before finding refreshments in local pubs. Mr
Jordan continued: "The club is supported by a fantastic team of volunteers from Sawyers Church
who, along with the Tuesday Club members, serve in the café, organise the arts and crafts table and
clear away equipment at the end of the evening. "The club also provides two supported
employment opportunities through Frontline's HoursWorth project."
Tuesday Club members are encouraged to sign up to the Keepsafe Project in Brentwood and
Shenfield. Keepsafe was launched in Brentwood in October last year and rolled out to Shenfield in
June. The initiative involves nearly 20 shops in Brentwood town centre that offer vulnerable
people a safe place to go if they become distressed. Mr Jordan added: "Sawyers Church
understands the importance of staying safe and feeling confident in your local community, which is

something everybody has a right to, so Tuesday Club members are actively encouraged to sign up
to Keepsafe.
"Sawyers Church is also a Hate Incident Reporting Centre where people who are victims of hate
crime can report incidents without needing to go to a police station. "Local police also visit
Tuesday Club each year to give advice on staying safe. "Working together, building community,
making a difference – that is the strapline of Sawyers Church and is at the heart of what Tuesday
Club is all about."
For more information on Tuesday Club and Sawyers Church, visit www.sawyerschurch.org
Tuesday Club at Sawyers Church was thrilled to receive the Readers' Award in the Heart of Essex
Awards. Held at Hylands House in Chelmsford last month, the group was voted for by Gazette
readers.
Mr Jordan said: "Thank you to everyone who voted for us in the Heart of Essex Awards. "It's a real
privilege for us to be working with the Gazette, highlighting the many activities that Sawyers
Church contributes to the local community."
Read more: http://www.brentwoodgazette.co.uk/Fun-friendly-Brentwood-church-club-wonreaders/story-27757106-detail/story.html#ixzz4BXhY3tu3
Follow us: @Gazetteseries on Twitter | gazettebrentwood on Facebook

FAB group run by Sawyers church for year 6s in town offers range
of activities.

Club goes to weekly session as it proves a big draw.
A club targeted specifically at children in year 6 has become so popular it now runs every week at a
church in Brentwood. The FAB children’s club at Sawyers Church was established to bridge the gap
for 10 and 11 years who are not quite ready to embrace youth club activities. It was originally held
at the church on a fortnightly basis when it launched in September last year but uptake was so
good that Fab Xtra is now held every Monday. It offers children from different schools the chance
to relax, play pool, eat toast, play sports, have a space to meet together and discuss relevant topics
and develop their skills. Kate Okunola Children’s Pastor at Sawyers Church explained “We found
that 10 and 11 year olds were outgrowing our FAB children’s club but weren’t quite mature
enough for the youth activities. We wanted to continue to engage with these children to offer

activities that were especially aimed at their age group, to challenge and support children in their
preparation for secondary school”.
So far the children learnt how to save a life through a first aid course, flipped pancakes and baked
over 50 cupcakes for runners and spectators at the Fun Run. Last week they had the opportunity to
off road biking at Thorndon country park at an event led by Trailnet.
For the first term they focused on team building as some of the children did not know each other.
Every week there is a discussion time to open dialogue about important issues and sharing what is
on the youngsters minds such as worrying about SATAS and being left out. Nikki Hunwicks whose
son attends the club said “I know my son thoroughly enjoys going to FAB Xtra and has since made a
lot of new friends from other schools within the Borough. The activities are fun, educational and
varied”.
FAB Xtra have a lot planned for the term ahead including a weekend away at a festival in July.
But before it is time for the children to say goodbye to FAB Xtra and primary school they will meet
members of The Rising youth group at the church to see what is to come.
Youth Pastor Ben Carman said “This is a great opportunity to transition year 6’s through what can
be a difficult time in school, to have honest conversations and discussions about the changes and
build a support network that could potentially last throughout their time in secondary school”.
FAB Xtra welcomes new year 6 students to start in September. If your child would like to try the
club email children@sawyers church.org or call 01277 210422.

